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This Newsletter is the publication of 
the Latrobe Valley Computer Users 
Group, It is published monthly. 

Members are encouraged to contri¬ 
bute material for the Newsletter, in ASCII 
format, if possible. It can be uploaded to 
a BBS ((051) 22 2122) or given to the 
editor (76 1730). We will accept classi¬ 
fied advertisements for inclusion in the 
classified section. There will be no 
charge to members for ads of a non¬ 
commercial nature. 

Commercial advertisements will be 
accepted for a nominal charge, and the 
advertiser must state clearly the ex¬ 
pected remuneration for any products or 
services offered. The Latrobe Valley 
Computer Users Group does not 
endorse or recommend any products or 
services included in commercial classified 
advertisements. 

Please note that material published 
in the Newsletter represents the opinions 
of the authors, and does not carry the 
endorsement of the Newsletter Editor or 
the Latrobe Valley Computer Users 
Group. 
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PHONE HELP 

Some members of- the LVCUG have of¬ 

fered to assist other members with PC-Related 

problems over the telephone (evenings, 

please). They are: 


Phil Carter 

22 2382 

Paul Dzwonkowski 

631504 

Ralph Edgar 

74 0987 

Graeme Matheson 

74 9419 

Theresa Tate 

741605 

Martin Taylor 

761730 
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The Latrobe Valley Computer 
Users Group is a non-profit 
organisation formed to promote the 
usage and understanding of Personal 
Computers. It is open to all age 
groups and does not discriminate on 
the basis of race, sex, age, creed, or 
national origin. 

The Group meets monthly on the 
last Tuesday of each month at 7:30 
p.m. at the Traralgon Senior Citizens 
Club building, corner of Princes 
Hwy. and Whittaker's Rd. (Victory 
Park), Traralgon. Meetings are open 
to the public. 

Family membership is $10 per 
year. This entitles members to 
receive the monthly Newsletter by 
mail, as well as the right to use the 
Group's "Help Lines*. We request a 
donation of $2 each meeting per 
family to help cover costs (venue 
fees, coffee and tea, etc.). 

For more information, ring 74 
6199 or 76 1730 BH, 74 1605 AH. 


The Committee of Management 
Consists of the Following: 

Phil Carter .President 

Martin Taylor _Vice President 

Theresa Tate ..Secretary 

Paul Dzwonkowskl. _Asst Secretary 

Graeme Matheson .Treasurer 

Sheryl Taylor _Newsletter Editor 

Ross Cheater....Committee Member 

Jenny Poon .Committee Member 
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from The 
“Editors' 
Oesfo 


Hello again, and congratulations to ail 
June Brides and Grooms! And remember 
wise old Indian saying-. ’‘Many single people 
may never make it to heaven, but married 
people are already serving time in hell".. 
Only kidding, Marty.„ Actually, this IS meant 
to convey "Best Wishes" to the future Mr. 
and Mrs. Matheson, Jill and Graeme, to be 
married on the 8th of June, 1991. May they 
enjoy a long, happy and prolific life together. 

Well, the first ann ual Traralgon 
Computer Show, held 10-llth May 1991 at 
Traralgon Heights Secondary College was a 
real success for all concerned. The vendors I 
spoke with were quite pleased with the 
public turnout It was good for them to have 
the opportunity to display their wares to 
masses of people who were there simply 
because they were interestedIt was good 
for the public too, as it afforded an 
opportunity to "comparison shop" between 
Latrobe Valley vendors, without having to 
walk more than several steps between each 
one. And since a Star LC24-200 Colour 
Printer is a Star LC24-200 Colour Printer 
wherever you buy it (it was displayed by 
several local vendors at the show), the only 
consideration left was price. 

The Show was also a success for the 
Group. Mr Rob Williams, organiser of the 
event, graciously allowed us to set up a 
couple of tables with notice boards in the 
main room with everyone else. Phil Carter, 
Marty and I arrived early on the first day to 
set up our little display. Nothing flash, but it 
got the message across of what we’re about, 
basically. On the second day, it was Phil, 
Darren Crick (who brought his PC to demo a 
BBS), Paul and Alt Dzwonkowski, Ross 
Cheater, Marty and I. The time went 
quickly, as it was all spent talking to 
different people about the Group. The end 
result of it all was that, because of the Show, 
our paid membership increased by more than 
30% in 24 hours1 Believe me, I wish we could 
do it every week. 


But really, one of the best things about 
the Show all around was that it proved that 
you can do things in the Valley. Melbourne 
Is not the be-all and end~all of the universe, 
as some would have us believe. In fact, I 
remember someone who came to our 
inaugural meeting and campaigned for us to 
become a SIG (Special Interest Group) of the 
Melbourne PC User Group (the implication 
being that without them, we’d amount to not 
a heck of a lot). We would each have had to 
pay $30 per year ; and If we wanted 
something included in their monthly 
publication, we'd have to send it to them to 
have it sent back to us. Rather silly. 
Theresa spoke with an officer of the 
MPCUG, who assured us that even if we did 
not become a SIG, they could still provide us 
with assistance getting started, and even 
help us out with regard to guest speakers for 
our meetings. He offered to send us more 
information. I was pleased with that, as it 
demonstrated a genuine interest in our 
fledgling little country group. However, 
Theresa’s conversation with the MPCUG 
took place in November, and we haven’t 
heard anything yet-. 

I, myself, was guilty of the "Melbourne 
attitude". When the Committee discussed 
guest speakers, it was always in terms of, 
"Would they travel all the way out here?", as 
though we subconsciously dismissed the 
thought that there’d be anyone out here 
worth listening to! And, through the Show, I 
was fortunate enough to come into contact 
with several people affiliated with local 
companies and educational institutions who 
would be fantastic guest speakers for our 
meetings! So there, Melbourne. Nya Nya 
Nya (sticking out tongue). 

Finally, I think the best thing the show 
did was to show the PC industry that there 
is an audience in the Valley for such an 
event (I spoke with people from Sale to 
Warragul). The higher the public attendance 
figures, the more industry representatives 
will participate. And more industry reps 
mean more displays, which means more 
public attendance, and so forth. I mean, we 
out here drive to Melbourne for PC 
exhibitions... Perhaps if the Melbourne show 
is months away and ours is big enough, 
Melbourne people may come out here to 
see it! It would be a step in the right 
direction, I think,..* 
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Disk Density - 
What’s the Difference? 

. In a previous article, I touched on the 
differences between High Density and Double 
Density disks. Many people wonder why they 
pay more than twice the price for a High 
Density disk than they do for a Double Density 
disk, since they appear to be identical. I will try 
to explain the differences as stated by an 
Australian disk manufacturer. 

High density disks are known as "high 
coercivity” disks because they need a much 
higher magnetic field strength, 600 oersteds, 
as opposed to double density disks which need 
300 oersteds to be able to record and retain 
data. Also, high density disks are coated in a 
cobalt compound, whereas Double Density 
disks are coated with an iron oxide compound. 

When a disk is formatted, magnetic tracks 
are laid on the disk's surface. The. magnetic 
fields that surround these tracks have to be of 
a strength that they don't affect the fields on 
the adjacent tracks. The magnetic waves of 
double density disks tend to radiate outwards 
more than those of high density disks (cobalt), 
because iron oxide is more easily magnetised. 
Since cobalt hasn't got as great a magnetising 
capability as iron oxide, it needs a stronger 
magnetic field from the disk drive’s heads to 
be able to record the data, that is, 600 
oersteds. Thus, by utilising this ability to store 
a greater magnetic "density” on the colbalt, 
more computer data is able to be stored. 

If you formatted a double density disk to 
a high density capacity, the tracks would be 
overcharged with, magnetic waves, overfilling 
them so the little magnets spill over to the 
next track. The data would eventually be 
mixed up between tracks, due to the 
information being twice as strong as it should 
be. The message you "could eventually see 
would be "Data error reading Drive A: 
Abort/Fail/Retry/Ignore? (A/F/R/I)?” 

One other difference between High 
Density and Double Density 3^” disks is a 2nd 
hole in one corner of the HD disk case (the 
first hole being the write-protect hole). Some 
disk drives need to see this hole so they can 
determine the disk’s capacity. There is a disk 
notcher available that can punch the second 
hole in a double density 3V disk so that drives 
which depend on the hole can format the DD 
disks to 1.44Mb. The manufacturer of these 
notchers claim there is no difference between 


the Double Density and High Density disks' 
media, and that the disk manufacturers use 
this alleged difference as an excuse to charge 
over double the price for high density disks. 


I hope the above explanation sheds some 
light on basic differences between Double and 
High Density disks. One must remember this 
article is based on the disk maker's claims 
versus the disk notcher’s claims, both of whom 
stand to gain by the sale of their respective 
products. Neither of the two can be considered 
impartial observers. 

However, if you do buy one of these 
notchers the disks you notch may be OK in 
the short term, because the longer the disks 
sit the more the likelihood of them losing their 
data since the data on each track could 
become encroached by that of adjacent tracks. 
For long term data storage, I personalty would 
spend the extra few dollars and buy the higher 
capacity disks. 


As a final note, if you intend on long term 
data storage, magnetic media, over time, loses 
it's ability to retain data. Where I work, Mag 
tape has an expected shelf life of 15 years. 
However, it has been found that data loss is 
starting to occur after 6 or so years on some 
tapes. So, it would be a good idea to 
occasionally copy the disks and store the new 
ones. You may find the same applies to your 
videos of the kids and the Christmas party 

from 1982!- . 

- Martin Taylor 
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The Uncanny XCOPY 
Command (or How I 
Learned to Love The 
DOS Manual)(Did I really 

j say that??!) 

I found myself confronted with a problem the 
other night, which was a little more complex than it 
first appeared. I was just settling down to a night of 
mindless "entertainment” in front of the idiot-box 
when the phone rang. It was a friend of mine who 
was relatively new to the wonders of PCs. He 
wanted to copy some files from a directory on his 
hard drive onto a floppy disk and wasn’t sure how 
to go about it "No problem", said i. 

There are a couple of ways of doing it You get 
into the source directory, then type COPY *.* A:. 
Alternatively, from the C prompt, type COPY 
DIR\*.+ A: {where DIR is the directory where the 
files are located). It's a fairly basic operation, but to 
someone just starting out, maybe not so obvious. 
He thanked me and went off to pound his keyboard. 
I returned to the TV, full of the glow you get when 
you've been able to help someone out. 

The aforementioned glow was extinguished 
about 20 minutes later by another phone call. There 
was a problem. He only had 360 Kb disks, and the 
files he was trying to copy took up about 1 Meg on 
the hard disk. He kept getting "DISK FULL" errors 
part way through the copy operation, with the 
result that only some of the files were being copied. 
"Surely I don’t have to copy each file individually, 
( do 1?" he asked. "It’ll take ail %&#*#@ night” 

"You can use X-Tree, that’ll work" I answered. 

"1 don’t have it” he replied. 

"Do you have any file copying utilities at all?” I 
asked, suspecting the answer I would get. 

"I only have what came with DOS” he said. 

With my mind racing,I told him I would call 
him back later and ’ went to dust off my DOS 
manuals, all thoughts of the TV shot to pieces. 

I knew there had to be something, but 
Microsoft certainly wouldn’t get the plain English 
award for their reference manuals, so I suspected 1 
was in for a late night. After flipping backward and 
forward through the books for a while, I decided 
that the X-COPY command offered the most 
promise. I use this command fairly extensively 
myself but I've never really delved into the purpose 
of the various switches involved with it 

According to the book, X-COPY can be 
accompanied by the following switches: 

/a - This copies the files that have their 
archive bit set but doesn't modify it on the source 
file after the operation. 

/d:date - Copies files modified on or after the 
( specified date. 


/e - Copies any sub-directories of the source 
directory, even if they are empty. 

/m - The same as ”/a" but after copying, 
turns off the archive bit of the source file. 

/p - Prompts the user with (Y/N), allowing 
you to pick the files you want to copy. 

/s - Copies any sub-directories of the source 
directory unless they are empty. 

/v - Verifies each file as it Is written to make 
sure it is Identical to the original. 

/w - Causes X-COPY to wait before it starts 
copying. You must press a key to continue, or 
(CONTROL) C to abort the operation. 

It was becoming obvious that switch /m was 
the way to go. As X-COPY transferred each file, it 
would turn the archive bit of the source file off. The 
files that still had it set to "on" were the ones that 
hadn’t been touched yet. The only problem was 
making sure that every file had its bit set to "on” 
before we started. 

This part was more straight forward. The 
ATTRIB command can be used to view or vary the 
attributes of a file. It can determine whether a file is 
designated as "system”, "hidden”, "read-only” or 
"archived.” The archive bit is the one I was 
interested in. The syntax is ATTRIB -t-a DIR\*.*. 
This will set the archive bit of every file in the DIR 
directory to "on”. 

It was now simply a matter of using the X- 
COPY command with the switch /m to copy every 
file on to the A: The syntax is X-COPY DIR\*.* 
A:/m . When the target disk is full, you merely 
replace the full disk with an empty (formatted) one 
and repeat the command. X-COPY will search the 
directory for files with the archive bit set on 
(remembering that it turned off the ones it's already 
copied) and continue where it left off. 

A bit of experimentation, just to make sure 
my reputation would remain intact, and a phone 
call to explain it all to my friend, completed the 
evening's work. There are, no doubt, people in the 
group who regard this kind of thing as obvious, but 
it made me aware of just how much I rely on 
utilities to do my thinking for me. 

Operations such as mass copying files from a 
large disk or directory onto several smaller ones 
are made easy by conveniences such as X-TREE. 
It’s not until you have to perform these processes 
manually, without the benefits of such programs, 
that you realise how much we rely on them for our 
everyday file handling. Maybe it’s not such a bad 
idea, every now and then, to operate from the DOS 
prompt without the benefit of all the "bells and 
whistles" that we've become accustomed to. It 
certainly puts your feet back on the ground and, 
take my word for it, gives you a sense of 
achievement when you succeed. My friend is happy, 
my glow is fully restored and I've got a new respect 
for the X-COPY command. 

NEEXXXT.— (Just joking...) ■ 

- Matho. 
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President’s Report 

Traralgon Inaugural Computer Show 
at the Traralgon Heights Secondary 
College was a great success. Over 1200 
people saw displays from local and 
Melbourne retailers. The variety of the 
displays proved that there is something 
in computing for everybody. 

I wish to thank the members of the 
user group who manned the stall at the 
show to attract new members. A lot of 
interest was shown in our group and we 
signed up a lot of new members. 
Membership was increased by 34% at the 
show and many more will sign up at 
future meetings. 

Now that our group is gaining a 
higher profile in the community and as 
we increase our membership, the group 
will become more financially secure. It is 
our future aim to purchase some 
equipment to aid in the running of 
tutorial classes, and for demos at the 
meetings. Naturally this all takes time, 
but we will get there. 

At the present time, the computer 
education classes run by the 
Neighbourhood house are our biggest 
money earner, and special credit should 
go to Theresa who runs them. We are 
looking for new ways to raise money and 
would appreciate any input from the 
members for ideas of ways to do so. 

Finally, I wish to ask all members to 
submit an article for the newsletter. A lot 
of work goes into it by Sheryl and Marty 
but we need much, more input. Articles 
can be on any subject, Hardware, 
Software, Educational or maybe about 
problems with a system. It is all worth 
hearing about so submit an item. 

See you at the next meeting. ■ 

- Phil Carter, President 
LVCUG 


DOS Key Macros 

Have you ever wanted to use the function keys 
on your PC to load specific programs without having 
to run a menu-type program? Well, how about trying 
this?.... 

In your Autoexec.bat, file you might have a line 
that looks like this: 

PROMPT $P$G 

This command sets up the DOS prompt to give 
the current directory and puts a > after it, e.g. 

C:\DOS>_, Well, the PROMPT command can do 

much more than ]ust that. 

If you enter the line; 

PROMPT $p$ 3 $eE0;6S;*DIR/W“;13p 

in your Autoexee.bat file, not only will you get the 

prompt like C:/DOS>_ , you will find that now, 

when pressed, the F10 key will run the DIR/W 
command with one touch. The section of the 
command in quote marks can be changed to suit any 
program you may want to run from that key. The 68 
part of the command indicates the F10 key, and this 
can be changed to almost any key on the keyboard: 
Note: Some keys are defined in DOS already. They 
are FI, F2 f F3, andF6 

Below Is a list that shows the codes and the 
Function Keys. 

F4 — 62 F7...... 63 F9„.65 

F5_66 F8_67 F10.68 

To have more than one r key defined, all that has 
to be entered is another JelOjxx^yyyyyyyy'jXSp 
part to the command, where xx is the key number and 
yyyyyyyy is the program name. For example: 

PROMPT $p$g(e[»^8;”Dm/W > ^3p$«I0^7;*WORKS > il3p 

In this example, F9 is defined as WORKS and 
F10 is defined as DIR/W (to be on the safe side, make 
a copy of your autoexec.bat file before attempting 
this).* 

- Ralph Edgar 


Cyber BBS 

Shareware far the Whole Family! 

★Educational *D0S Utilities 

★Gamas ★Sound Blaster 

★Home A Business ★Graphics + Design 

Pius... 

★Free Classifieds ★Graffiti Board 

★Valitaik ★Daily Horoscope 

★Help A Hints ★Much, much more 

CALL (OSD 22 2122 24 Hours 
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Speeding Up Your 
Computer With the 
Path Command 

Do you get tired of waiting for your favourite 
program to be executed?? Does your PC appear 
to have the speed of an overworked C= 64, when 
running programs (well, maybe a bit quicker, 
anyway)? Do you keep getting the ‘Bad Command 
or File Name ’ or 'File Not Found' error? If you 
suffer from any of these problems, then you may 
be able to solve them simply by editing or re¬ 
writing your PATH statement. 

If you can't remember what your PATH 
statement includes (or you don‘t know), there are 
two ways that you can find out. First, you can 
locate your AUTOEXEC.BAT and inspect its 
contents by entering the following at the DOS 
prompt: 

C> TYPE AUTOEXEC.BAT 

©echo off 

path c:\dos;c:\utils:c:\toolse\scan;c:\accessf c:\wp51 
prompt je[l;36m$p$ell;35m $g$e[0;32m 
timer/s 
menu 

then, it is just a matter of searching through 
the listing until you discover the PATH statement. 
Or, the second and quickest way is to type at the 
DOS prompt 

C> PATH 

and you should get a result something like this_ 

PATH =C :£ :\ DO S;C:MJTILS;C:\TOOLS ;C:\ SC AN;C:\ AC CESS ;C:\ WP51 

It may be shorter or longer (be aware that 
DOS can not handle a PATH longer than 64 
characters long). But, you say, when I first set up 
my PC, I kept the path statement smaller than it 
Is now, SO WHAT HAPPENED??? What may 
have occurred Is that all those really-helpful-self- 
installing-all-bells-and-whistles programs you have 
been installing have kindly added themselves to 
your path (all for your own convenience, of 
course!!). 

The overall effect of this extra long path 
statement is that every time you call a program 
which is in your path, DOS will actually do a step 
by step search of EVERY directory listed in the 
path, until It finds the correct program, or gives 
you an error message. All this searching takes 
time, which is reflected In a slower execution of 
your program. One way of overcoming this 
problem is to restrict your PATH to two or three 


directories. This will speed up DOS's search 
times. 

Make sure that one of the directories In the 
path is the DOS directory, (so that the externa! 
DOS commands can still be accessed by DOS), 
another directory can be for anything you wish to 
have In there, and perhaps one of the other 
directories should be one which contains BATch 
files. These BATch files can be used to run all 
those really-helpful-but not-always-necessary 
programs that you feel you need to have, from the 
DOS prompt, and when they terminate they can 
leave you where ever you like. This way, you 
don’t have to remember which directory each 
program was stored in, or even if you are on the 
right drive. And if you just happen to remove a 
particular program, all you have to do is DEL its 
corresponding BAT file. 

Now, don't get worried about trying to 
remember which BAT file does what for you. 
Something I have done - its been said that 1 am 
crazy about HOT KEYS - has been to assign my 
BAT files a single number. Then, I have pasted an 
overlay on top of my keyboard number keys 
which lists exactly what key, when pressed, will 
activate which BAT file for me. 

Volume in drive C is DRIVE #1 


Directory of 

C:\BATS 



<DIR> 

20-06-90 

7:59p 


<DIR> 

20-06-90 

7:59p 

1 

BAT 

44 

6-04-91 

7:44p 

2 

BAT 

46 

5-01-91 

12:17p 

3 

BAT 

50 

27-12-90 

10:25p 

4 

BAT 

51 

27-12-90 10:24p 

5 

BAT 

43 

13-09-90 

4:18p 

6 

BAT 

46 

27-12-90 10:24p 

7 

BAT 

424 

4-03-91 

10:37p 

8 

BAT 

49 

9-03-91 

5:43p 

E 

BAT 

45 

27-12-90 10:23p 

M 

BAT 

30 

28-10-90 

10:12a 


12 File(s) 7886848 bytes free 

The above list is the contents of my BATS 
directory. The files will scan either the floppy 
disks or hard drive (heaven help me) for 
VIRUSES, run X-TREE, optimise any nominated 
drive, and much more. As with most applications 
on the PC, the only limit is your imagination. 

Most of these applications are ones which 1 
find to be very handy to have access to from any 
where in DOS. Best of all, these BAT files can be 
made to run for you from the DOS prompt or 
from within your favourite menu program. By the 
way, this will increase the speed of your PC. You 
may not notice the effect, but it will be there. 
AND, you still may get those 'Bad Command or 
File Name ’ or 'File Not Found' errors, because if 
the files are not where you tell the BAT file to find 
them, well_■ 
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- Kevin Young 




"Basic” Basic 
Programming 

Quite a few programs are written in BASIC 
language {as opposed to ASCII). It is the "MAIN” 
language of Commodores. 

MS-DOS gives us IBM Compatible users the 
opportunity to write in BASIC by providing a 
program called GW.BASIC or BASICA. In 
{practically) all BASIC programming, you have to 
supply the line numbers....IBM users do have it easy 
don’t they?. 

It is very easy to learn and use, and you can 
have a lot of fun experimenting with it. However, you 
MUST be careful with commas and full stops, as well 
as spaces. Try these little programst- 

DATE ON SCREEN (In this you DO NOT have to 
put any numbers) type the following: 

V$=DATE$ press the Enter key and It responds with:- 
O.K now type:- 

PfUNT V$ press the Enter key, tt responds with the current date 
04-30-91 

CIRCLES {you MUST put numbers in this) 

10CLS 
20 SCREEN 1 

30 FOR R»160 TO 0 STEP-10 
40 CIRCLE (160,100), R.,,,5/18 
50NEXT 
RUN 

COLOURED CIRCLES AND SQUARE {You MUST 
put numbers !n this) 

20 GOTO 160 

50 IF VERT GOTO 100 

60 CIRCLE (X,Y},R,C„„07 

70 FOR L = 1 TO 5 

80 CIRCLE (X,Y),R,C„ f l*.2:NEXT 1 

90 IF VERT THEN RETURN 

100 CIRCLE (X,Y),R,C,„1.3 

no CIRCLE {X,Y),R,C,„L9 

120 CIRCLE {X,Y) I R,C„,3.6 

130 CIRCLE (X,Y),R,C„,9.8 

140 IF VERT GOTO 60 

150 RETURN 

160 CLS:SCREEN l:COLOR 0,1:KEY OFF:VERT=Q 

170 X=160 :Y=10Q :C=1 :R=5 0: GOS U B 50 

180 X=3Q:Y=30:C=2:R=30:GQSUB 50 

190 X=30: Y=169 :G OS U B 50 

200 X=289:Y=30:GOSUB 50 

210 X=289:Y=169:GOSUB 50 

220 LINE (30,30)-(289,169),l 

230 LINE (30,169H289,30),1 

240 LINE {30,169)-(289,30),1,B 

250 Z$=1NKEY$: IF Z$=”" THEN 250 

RUN 

NOTE: IBM USERS -1! you make an error the cursor will 
show you where. 

COMMODORE USERS - You have to check the line 
numbergtven, “ 

- Bill Stores 


Minutes of the Meeting 
28 / 05/91 

Phil Carter opened meeting at 735 pm and welcomed 
all, especially new members. He reiterated Group policy 
against the illegal copying of non-shareware or non-public- 
domain software, and briefly described the $10.00 annual 
membership fee and $2.00 per family per meeting costs* 

Motion by Theresa Tate to accept minutes of fast 
meeting: Seconded by Sheryl Taylor. Voted unanimously .. 

SECRETARY'S REPORT 

Theresa Tate thanked Group members who 
participated in the Trarafgon Computer Show, as well as 
those who assist in the Tutorial Classes at the Traralgon 
Neighborhood House. She asked for assistance from 
members who might be interested in helping out with the 
classes. 

Theresa advised that a complete listing of the Group's 
Shareware library was being prepared, and will be 
distributed to members in the future. She also said that 
those in need of a particular type of program should ask for 
it, as we may have it, although it may not yet be cataloged\ 

GENERAL BUSINESS 

Theresa Tate read Treasurer s report In the absence of 
the Treasurer Motion for acceptance of report by Ross 
Cheater, seconded by Paul Dzwonkowskl Voted 
unanimously 

PM Carter outlined the costs and prizes of raffle. 

Darren Crick suggested a special section after meeting for aft 
people interested In programming. 

Phil Carter responded by suggesting Darren bring in a 
computer, set it up at the meeting and advertise his display 
after the meeting. 

Theresa Tate suggested a survey in the form of a smali 
test to be sent out to each member so as to ascertain the 
general level of knowledge within the group . This would 
assist the committee in preparing items of interest for the 
group. 

Paul Dzwonkowskl placed a motion for discussion - 
that any member who had purchased the MacAfee Virus 
Scan from the Shareware Library - be entitled to free 
updates as they became available. After general discussion 
motion seconded by Fred Baxter. Voted unanimously. 

Darren Crick said that Virus Scan 78 84 were 

Trojan Horses. 

Sheryl Taylor advised the meeting that the newsletter 
carried free class!fed ads for members. The deadline for 
articles and ads was the day prior to the meeting date. 

Theresa Tate appealed for input into the newsletter 
from all members. 

General discussion re: radiation from Computer 
Screens. 

Question arose regarding the reprinting of articles 
from other magazines and newspapers. Theresa late would 
check out the copyright laws on this. 

Request from the floor for a demo of desk top 
publishing. Spreadsheets, databases and menus were also 
mentioned. 

There was general discussion regarding overseas 
registration of software. 

Kevin Young won the raffle and chose 51/4 disks. 

Meeting closed at 20.45 hours, followed by demos by 
Peter Doyle and Phil Carter, and shareware sales. 
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LATROBE VALLEY COMPUTER 
USERS GROUP, INC. 

LIBRARY CATALOGUE 

VOL. 4 

Tel: 74 0499 (Bill) Mon.-Fri. 

10:00 am to 10:00 pm 

5V* Double Density @ $5.00 per disk 
Please order your disk(s) by It's number (eg. 030). 

030 GAMES.... MOTOR BIKE RACING -*-3 Disk Set* - All the thrills - and numerous spills 
- of the real thing. It really makes you work hard to beat the pros as you ”do the ton” 
down the straight and burn rubber as your machine screeches around the bends of all 
the GP World Circuits. 

031 PROGRAMS..,.ALMANAC - This is a great program..,.includes: Convert 
Metric/imperial - best times for romance {besides Birthdays and Christmas!!!) Lucky 
Numbers Astronomy data and heaps more. 

032 WORD PROCESSOR.... MIND READER - What a brilliant program.This has the 

lot You never have to leave the screen for anything. It has an in-built thesaurus and, for 
those in a hurry, will type the word for you (eg.: To type OPPORTUNITY, just type OPP 
and a box will appear with what it thinks the word is...just press the semi-colon and it 
types it). It also has an in-built Address/Phone book, Calculator and lots more. 

'33 LABELS/GAMES.... SLABELS - Very User-friendly’. It’s so easy to use and 
understand, and it has several designs to choose from, as well as different print styles. 

ATOMOX.... A futuristic jig-saw...but oh so much harder. This drove me nuts {no 
comments, thank you!) as I can’t get past level two. Even ’smarties 1 have problems 
putting four/five pieces together. 

034 TUTOR.... DATABASE-4 - An excellent tutorial on DataBases. It takes you through 
the whole process, one very easy step at a time. 

035 KIDS.... COLOURING BOOK * MOUSE REQUIRED* - What a superb program for 
the kids (yes, you ’oldies’ can have a go as well). Colour the Jungle, Animals, Fish, etc., 
in glowing colours. 

CLOCKGAME„..No more confusion about the ’Little-Hand/Big-Hand’. The ideal way 
to teach the time„.get it wrong and it beeps..get it right and watch the mouse run across 
the screen... It kept me amused for hours!!. 

036 FINANCE....INVENTORY - See the write-up in the magazine. This is FANTASTIC. 
List all your valuables...yes, even the ’family jewels’,..it even gives you an estimate of 
how much household/life insurance you need. 
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Classifieds 


The Latrobe Valley Computer Users Group does not condone the un¬ 
authorised sale or exchange In any manner of commercial software. Only public 
domain and shareware may be freely exchanged within the group. 

Non-commercial ads are free to members. For commercial ads, a $4 charge 
per issue applies. To place an ad, ring (051) 761730. 

ns* For Sale "Si 

Pine Computer Desk. Has 2 drawers and monitor shelf. $120. Phone (051) 74 9419. 

******************* 


Pefldhai 


Bafpy Sirtfiday 


(9th June) tat my dearest Marty, love, Sheryl XXXXXX 0006060 



Our next meeting 
at 7:30 p.m. 


is scheduled for 25th June, 
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